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Mr Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
President of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
 
cc:  Ms. Aida Balayeva, Minister of Information and Social Development of Kazakhstan;  

H.E. Ms Aigul Kuspan, Ambassador of Kazakhstan to the EU 
 

 
 

 
Brussels, 29 May 2020 

 

Dear Mr President, 
 
We, the undersigned Members of the Renew Europe group in the European Parliament 

express our concerns with the current developments in the Republic of Kazakhstan and urge 
you to reconsider the Law on Peaceful Assemblies, which was signed into legislation on 25 
May 2020. 

 
We are concerned that the law fails to guarantee international human rights standards in 
several important respects. 
 

The law requires that organizers of assemblies must notify the authorities 10 days in advance 
of the event, while organizers are required to provide their ID number. These procedures are 
not in line with international human rights standards as they do not allow for spontaneous 

assemblies and provide undue bureaucratic obstacles to the right of assembly.  
 
The law does not allow for foreigners and people who have a mental or psychosocial disability 

and those who have been declared “incapable” by the Court to  participate in assemblies. The 
law indicates that peaceful assemblies can only be held in specifically designated locations and 
forbids holding assemblies anywhere else, which goes directly against the right to organise 

assemblies in public spaces. Additional to the expansion of limitations, the penalties for 
breaking the law have been significantly increased. 
 

The right of freedom of peaceful assembly is a fundamental human right, playing a critical role 
in allowing participation in public life and crucial for the development of a democratic society. 
Kazakhstan is a state party to the International Covenant on Civil Political Rights (ICCPR), which 
explicitly protects the right of freedom of peaceful assembly in its Article 21.  

 
Measures to combat the COVID 19 should not be used to restrict the fundamental freedoms 
and should be proportionate and limited in time. 

 
We reiterate our call to reconsider the law and request either the OSCE/ODIHR Panel of 
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Experts on Freedom of Assembly and Association or the Office of UN High Commissioner on 
Human Rights to review the law on its merits.  
 
In 2017, the European Parliament has overwhelmingly supported the Enhanced Partnership 

and Cooperation Agreement (EPCA) between Kazakhstan and the EU. This Agreement requires 
tangible reforms and improvements in the human rights situation.  
 

As the human rights situation appears not to improve, we reiterate our statements made in 
the European Parliament resolution of 14 March 2019 and call on you to guarantee the 
protection of all human rights, including the right of freedom of peaceful assembly.  

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Nicola Beer MEP 
Vice-President of the European Parliament 
 
Malik Azmani MEP 
Renew Europe First Vice-President  

 
Nathalie Loiseau MEP 
European Parliament Chair of the Subcommittee on Security and Defence 

Renew Europe Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 

Petras Auštrevičius MEP 
Renew Europe Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 

 
Javier Nart MEP 
Renew Europe Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 

Engin Eroglu MEP 
Renew Europe Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
 

 
 
 


